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By Martin Well 
Waflbiiurton Post Bfcaff Writer 

Ten Quakers protesting the 
Vietnam war were arrested 
yesterday after they sat on the 
Capitol steps and began read- 
ing the names of American 
war dead listed in the Con- 
gressional Record. 

The protesters, members of 
a Philadelphia - based body 
called A Quake r. Action 
Group, offered-’ no "resistance 
as they were led from the 
East steps about 1 p.m. by. 
Capitol policemen. They were 
charged with unlawful assem- 
bly. 

Earlier, in a separate pro- 
test, the mother of an Army 
lieutenant killed in Vietnam 
visited the Vietnamese Em- 
bassy here to return the med- 
als the Saigon government 
had awarded her son posthu- 
mously. 

Handing the medals to em- 
bassy counselor Nguyen Ho an'," 
,the'-vroman, Mrs.fRobert C. 
Ransom, jti Bronxviile," ’N.Y;;' 
fold him' she and her husband 
will not accept them because 
"your government suppresses 
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according to a spokesman for 
Clergy and Laymen, 

Killed by Mine 
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Mrs. Ransom told newsmen 
that her son, Richard. C. Ran- 
som Jr., died in Vietnam last 
May shortly after he stepped 
on a mine. She said the Army 
recently delivered two medals 
to her on behalf of the Repub- 
lic of Vietnam. 
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Cajiitol Police 


By Ellsworth JJtvvis — Th# WashlnstotvFost 

Powell warns war protest leader. 


freedom.” 

Heracttdn wm sponsored by 

Clergy and Laymen Concerned 


about the War iln Vietham/a 


New Y ork based an tlwar group. 
List Casualties 


The Quaker protest began 
about noon. Seven men and 
three women began taking 
turns reading aloud from the 
list of more than 31,000 Ameri- 
cans Jailed in Vietnam that 
Hep. Paul Findley (R-Xll.) in- 

serted in the Record last 
March. 

Quietly refusing the order 
to leave issued by Capitol Po- 
lice Chief j. M. Powell, the 
Quakers read through the list 
of Alabama and Arizona war 
dead. 

A young woman in n while 
print dress took the copy of 
the Record. “These men Imviji 


from Ar-ji 
to read. 1 


brothers. They are 
kansas.” She began 
; \S hortly afterward, two” 
Metropolitan police wagons arSj| 
rived at the drive beneatlj 
the stairs, Capitol police led 
the Quakers, one by one] 
down the If) steps from th<| 
lan.ding where they had been 
sitting. 

Most were silent. One man 
continued to .read from the 
Record as he was led towards 
the wagons. 


Record. “These men 
died in Vietnam," aim said In if dolphin; Earnest G. fuller, 24, 
flat voice, “They are oun Wallingford, Pa,; David M 
I \ , \ 
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Expected Arrest 

Before the demonstration 
started, group members told 
newsmen they expected they 
might be arrested, A spokes- 
man said they accepted arrest 
as a moans of focusing atten- 
tion on tlm need to end the 
war, 

/*ThoB*-Brrenl;eflr"“'*‘“'’*** ,,,w ' 1 ■ 

Hlehard K, Taylor, 80, Plilla 


Boynton, 23, 3602 T st. nw.; 
Robert E. Dickinson,. 52, Los 
Angeles, Albert W. Fowler, 28, 
Roscmont Pa.; W i 1 in e r J. 
Young, 81, Philadelphia; Law- 
rence Scott, 61, Philadelphia; 
Lynne Shiver®, 28, Jennie Bull, 
24 and Joan Nichoteot/Wad- 
dretigds'” Were' "glven'f for, the 
women, 


Inside Lho embassy, after 
publicly taking back the two 
medals in their plastic con- 
tainers, Hodn) the embassy 
counselor, Emphasized that he 
'did so with regret and with 
gratitude for Lt, Ransom’s sac- 
rifice. 

Mrs. Ransom expressed her 
appreciation. Then sin; said 
her information indicates that 
'the Saigon government sup- 
presses freedom, jails students 
and religious leaders, and has 
closed 30 newspapers. 

Hoan replied that Saigon in 
fighting for freedom rather 
than suppressing it. Those 
jailed, he said, were jailed for 
“infractions” of the law, 
leather than for simply dis- 
agreeing with the government. 

! Contending that Vietnam 
lias a free press, he said some 
tapers had to be closed “bd- 
:ause they did not; servo the 
.ationai interest,” and printed 
jiaterial the “communists can 
use against us.” 

Mrs. Ransom had coffee be- 
fore she left. 


Unlawful Assembly 

Chief Powell said all 10 
were charged with unlawful 
assembly. They will have a 
hearing t oday in the Court of 
General Sessions. 

Alerted in advance, news- 
men were already assembled 
outside the Vietnamese Em. 
bossy at 22151 It fit. nw, wh^rf 
Mrs, Ransom arrived, around. 
,io a. m, 

Elm bad earlier obl.nl tied nil 

! appointment wild embassy of. 
Iclals, The full purpose of her 
lull, had been illaelnserl to (be 
ureas Iml not to the embassy, 


Tn another development, 
[representatives of Clergy and 
Laymen and ‘another peace; 
group, , the - Fellowship o f Ree- 1 
bnciliatiom Met for 50 minute-T 
With . Richard Snelder, a. Whits 


House foreign affairs staff aid, 
in the Executive Office Build- 
ing. ”Y 

The Rev. Rlclmrd It, Fornnn-1 
(le/,, , director of Clergy mid' 
Laymen, exp re wed disappoint,, 
niunt will; mueli of Mncjdcr'a 
poalllnn, Jurt-ijald lie wna nume- 
wlml, find Hncldor 

Willing pi' . •> nifll 1,1m Knlgrin 
goverrnt&hiJdiW practiced pol- 
itical repreSmoii, 
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